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35th swim an icy challenge 


Chris Bjorgan, one of the organizers of the annual Penguin Dip, holds a hunk of ice aloft, an indication of just how cold the 
water was this Boxing Day, and the challenge swimmers faced as they entered the water from Queen’s Royal Park beach. 


> 


Penguin dippers 
move to Queen’s 
Royal Beach. 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 

Alex Baergen chose one of 
the most challenging years in 
the history of the event for her 
rookie Boxing Day dip in the 
frigid waters of Lake Ontario. 

But she got it done. 

In the moments before the 
18-year-old Niagara College 
student ran into the icy-cold 
water, she said “it felt like 
waiting in line for a massive 
roller coaster ride. I had the 
same kind of butterflies. It 
was scary but exciting.” 

She didn’t make up her 
mind to take part in the annu¬ 
al Penguin Dip ritual until 
about half and hour before 
taking the plunge, she said. 

She has watched her broth¬ 
ers take part in previous years, 
and expected to remain a 
spectator—she really didn’t 
have any plans to go in her¬ 
self. 

But this year, her brother 
losh had convinced his girl¬ 
friend, Stella Unger, to go in 
with him, and Alex decided at 
the last minute that she would 
accompany her, rookies 
together, so she grabbed a 
pair of shorts and a t-shirt and 
prepared for the plunge. 

“When I went to the beach 
to watch my brother in other 
years, he always had a smile 
on his face, so I thought it 
couldn’t be that bad,” she 

She was wrong, she discov- 


See Page 10 
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Welcome in 2011 with friends 
and neighbours at Navy Hall 


> Levee is an 
opportunity to 
raise a glass to a 
year of prosperity 
for our nation. 


Marc MacDonald 
Niagara Advance 


Welcoming in the new 
year is a tradition that 
began at Navy Hall in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake a 
quarter of a century ago. 

With 2011 right around 
the corner. Parks Canada 
and the Friends of Fort 
George would like to invite 
you to partake in the histo¬ 
ry-rich, first event of the 
new year at Navy Hall. 


The New Year’s Day Levee 
carries on the tradition of 
citizens gathering together 
to pledge allegiance to our 

acquaintances and raise a 
toast to the continued pros¬ 
perity of our nation. 

Started in 1985 by Parks 
Canada and the Friends of 
Fort George, the hope is that 
many residents will take the 
opportunity to visit Navy 
Hall and ring in the New 
Year with old and new 

“It’s a real social event,” 
said Friends of Fort George 
director, Jim Alexander. 

“It’s a really nice time to 
catch up with old friends.” 

Beginning at 3 p.m. and 
running to about 4:30 p.m., 
the event will feature local 
dignitaries from the federal, 
provincial, regional and 
municipal governments as 


well as a ceremonial can¬ 
non salute by the Fort 
George Artillery. 

The Fort George Fife and 
Drum Corps, will also be on 
hand to provide some 
unique sounds for the sea- 

“It’s an old, old tradition 
that’s been around for a 
very long time,” said 
Alexander. “We hope that a 
lot of people will come join 

The Friends of Fort 
George, a non-profit, chari¬ 
table organization prides 
itself on their mandate of 
supporting Parks Canada 
for die protection, preserva¬ 
tion, promotion and inter¬ 
pretation of the historical 
resources and stories of 
national significance of 
Niagara National Historic 
Sites including Fort George, 
Brock’s Monument, Butlers 


KINGSVILLE , ONTARIO 


9 Executive lots. First home, 
retirement, high end. cot 
Next to 
Boaters 
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CALL TODAY 519-796-9013 


Parks Canada and 

The Friends of Fort George 





I Jim Alexander of the Friends of Fort George toasted 2010 at last year's New Year's 
Levee at Navy Hall, with the Master of Ceremonies for the event, LCol. Bernard L. 
I Nehring. Join them at Navy Hall Saturday to welcome in 2011. 


Lakeshore Properties a 
the Military Reserve known 
as The Commons. 

Focusing on generating 
funds to support student 
summer jobs, the Friends, 
with assistance from the 
federal and provincial stu¬ 
dent employment pro¬ 
grams, they were were able 
to create 20 jobs at Fort 
George and Brock’s monu¬ 
ment, as well as six posi¬ 
tions with the ghost tour 
program. 

The organization was 
established in 1987 and has 
been promoting local histo¬ 
ry for the past 22 years. 

The levee at Navy Hall is 
open to all residents and 
visitors, free of charge, and 
complimentary light 

refreshments are provided. 

For more information 
visit www.friendsoffortge- 



ANXIETY 

MANAGEMENT 


LINDA ATTOE, ma(C)oaccpp 
Psychotherapist 

wwJindaattoe.com 

242 Maty Street, 2nd Hoot • h 905-40-0046 
12 Birch Ate., Suite 210, Totonto • Plume 647-38M479 


Professional Support for Adults, Children, Couples & Families 
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Trees to be delivered to Walker’s in Thorold and composted 


K Turn Christmas 
^^tree into com- 
V post-Jan. 8 is 
regional pick-up 


The holiday season may 
continue for a few more 
days, but for many of us, 
our Christmas tree’s days 
are numbered. 

And since it’s been a 
number of years since 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 
dropped its tree bonfire, 
the alternative is the 
regional curb-side pick¬ 
up. 

Some of us who have 
chosen a real tree this 
Christmas season are 
picking up more needles 
off the floor than 

are left on the _ 

tree, and others 
have already 
wrapped up what 
was left of one of 
our favourite tra¬ 
ditions, dragged 
it outside and 
cleaned up the 
mess left behind. 

Now, we just 
have to wait for a 
regional truck to 
pick it up and 
dispose of it for 

It’s a good 
environmental 
alternative to a 
bonfire, says 
Regional Chair 
Gary Burroughs. 

As Lord Mayor 
of NOTL, he was 
often involved in 
discussions over 
the environmen¬ 
tal impact of 
burning trees. 

Old carbon ver¬ 


sus new carbon is a dis¬ 
cussion that the scientific 
community still debates, 
he says, and he is of the 
opinion that burning 
Christmas trees is not as 
bad for the environment 
as some opponents 
believe, but as long as 
they aren’t going to land¬ 
fill, the alternative of 
being turned into mulch 
or compost is a good one, 
he says. 

Christmas trees will be 
collected in Niagara-on- 
the-Lake on Saturday, Jan. 

Trees collected by the 
region will be recycled, 
eventually ending up as 
compost or mulch on 
local gardens. 

The trees will be taken 
to Walker's Thorold com¬ 
posting facility, which 
operates year-round, 
where some will be shred¬ 
ded and added to the 
compost of leaves, yard 


and food waste collected 
curbside. 

The result is a good- 
quality garden compost— 
the compost goes through 
a screening process to 


Composting 
Christmas trees 
saves on landfill 
space.” 

— Silvio Mucciarelli 


Added to food waste, 
the trees improve the 
composting process, 
keeping the mix aerobic, 
says regional waste dis¬ 
posal associate director 


Silvio Mucciarelli. 

It is sold by Walker's, 
some of it in bulk, some to 
Niagara residents in the 
spring for their garden. 
Some is also donated to 
community gardens or 
local schools to be used 
on its own as compost or 
mixed with top soil. 

The region pays for the 
pick-up of trees and a tip¬ 
ping fee to Walker’s, says 
Mucciarelli—it is not a 
money-making initiative. 

It does, however, save 
on landfill space. 

Niagara Falls trees will 
be delivered to the Parks 
Commission, where they 
will be shredded. 

Some trees, depending 
on their condition when 
they arrive at the Walker 
facility, will also be shred¬ 
ded in pieces smaller than 
two inches, to be used as 


mulch on top of gardens 
or plantings such as 
shrubs and trees. 

Christmas tree mulch, 
low in pH, is especially 
good for the soil. 

The idea of garden com¬ 
post is really starting to 
catch on—there is a 
demand for as much as 
Walker's can produce. 

The compost facility at 
2800 Thorold Town Line is 
open Monday to Saturday, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (except 
holidays) and will accept 
without charge Christmas 
trees that miss the region¬ 
al pick-up. 

In order for the trees to 
be picked up by the region 
and delivered to Walker's, 
they must be by the curb 
on Jan. 8 no later than 7 


the curb. 

The region asks that 
trees not be left on top of 
or inside a snow bank, to 
protect collection staff 
from injury, and that all 
Christmas decorations be 
removed from the tree 
prior to collection. 

Winter snow storms 
may delay collection- 
just leave your tree at the 
curb and it will be collect¬ 
ed. 

And every year the 
regional collection staff 
leave a few artificial trees 
at the curb—this collec¬ 
tion service does not 
apply to artificial 
Christmas trees, which 
can be disposed of 
through the large item 
collection service with a 
call to the region three 
days before garbage pick¬ 
up. 



FILMg 

series™ 


$11 PER FILM SHAW 

• Documentary pass (6 films) $60 FEST IVAL ^ ^ ^ 


905-468-2172 or 1-800-511-7429 shawfest.com 


SERVE YOU BETTER 
COME SEE OUR NEW LOOK 

Expanded Fresh Produce And Juice Section With A Greater Selection 
New Frozen Meat, Deli And Bakery Area 
With Great New Gourmet Entertaining Ideas 


NEW LOWE* PRICING 
ON THE ITEMS YOU 
NEED MOST!! 



HENDRIKS 

valu-mart 


OPEN EVERY DAY 8-8 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 8-6 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 
CLOSED 
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Local politicians weigh in with their New Year’s resolutions 


Some of our 
^elected repre- 


> Sc 
el 

sentatives offer 
their wishes for 
2011. 


MPP Kim Craitor has 
wishes for the town of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and for 
provincial initiatives he 
hopes to see come to fruition 
in 2011. 

His goal for the coming 
year is to work as a partner 
with the new Lord Mayor 
and council to get them all 
the assistance and the atten¬ 
tion they require from 
Queen's Park, he says. 

He plans to strive to deliv¬ 
er an "even more responsive” 
health care system to resi¬ 
dents of the Niagara Region. 



He wants to ensure the 
agricultural community is 
provided with all the support 
they deserve to ensure the 
viability and success for this 
important industry. 

He hopes to establish a 
solid provincial support pro¬ 
gram to celebrate the 
Bicentennial of the War of 
1812-14. 

He also hopes to see his 
Grandparents Rights Bill 22 
passed in Parliament. 

“Most importandy I urge 
everyone to look after their 
own health because without 
good health we cannot enjoy 
all of our family and good 
friends in our lives. 

“Happy New Year to the 
residents of the beautiful 
town of NOTL.” 

Lord Mayor Dave Eke says 
that in a society where it is 
becoming the norm to wish 
others 'season’s greetings,’ he 


^agapSSI 


Grace United Church 

Victoria at Queen St. • Niagara-on-the-Lake 

wS(w Minister: Rev. David Pritchard 

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 
Children’s Program 

A Friendly Welcome Awaits You 

.Suujoihi (ohristuwxAsmrM/ 
1875 Hwy 55 • 905-468-8971 

Sunday January 2“ d , 10:30 a.m. 
January Theme: “Led by God” 

Pastor Dave Tunikaitis Ministering 
www.ncachurch.net: check here for events and podcasts. 

BETHANY MENNONITE CHURCH 

East/West Line & 4 Mile Creek Road 

January 2 

10:30 a.m. Shared Service 

Pastoral Team: Randy & Renate Klaassen. Marty Misener 

905468-4044 A 

||| 905-468-3505 , 

™ www.vaxxine.com/bethany/ ©■ 

VILLAGE BIBLE CHURCH 

Associated Gospel Churches of Canada 
St Davids Public School 

Meeting at 1344 York Road, St. Davids 
289-296-9036 

Sunday, January 2nd 

The Christmas Party: 

The Party Cleanup 

Corners/one iSTONiagaraMoneRd. 

905-468-7155 

Sunday, January 2nd 

9:30am: 1st Service Imrsary earn provided entire sendee) 

• 10:30am: Coffee Time • 11:00am: 2nd Service 

(nursery care provided mid-way through service) 

Message by: Kevin Bayne, Pastor 

’FUttgoea Tindted ’FFUrtMondtc (?6meA T1 

"Called to be Servants ol Christ In Our Community’ rt 1 

10:00 am German Service PaS,0rS: 

Message by Hans H. Dau Rudy & Sharon Dirks, 

11 :OOam Worship Service Stephen COX 

■TtaGhtao^RMeMno 1775 Nia 9 ara S,one 

905 - 468-3313 

Qrc I-IU rd 434 Hunter Rd - 905-468-5731 
mrn.mhariliiimieilimh.iiri 

Sunday, January 2 nd 10:45 am 

Message by Pastor Jim & 

Pastor Kevin 

Htirsery and Kidacne lor ages 3 to SK doring the service 

St. Davids - Queenston Minister 

UNITED A, CHURCH Rev. Paul James 

SB? Sunday Services 

EVERYONE 10:30 am 

WELCOME Sunday School 

1453 York Road 

in the village of St Davids , u , au , nn9 c • 

905-262-5242 & Worship Service 

LIFE ABUNDANT FELLOWSHIP 

n To know Christ & to make Him known” 

CT 73 Sunday, January 2 nd 

\\ 10:30 “ 

Communion Service 

Pastor Rick Mills 

Concession 7 & Queenston Rd., NOTL • 905-688-3958 

lifeabundantfellowship@gmail.com 

St. Saviour’s Anglican Church 

General Brock Memorial 
on the Niagara River in 

Queenston 

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2027 Niagara Stone Road • 905468-2611 or 905468-9673 
Christmas Eve Service 7:30 

10:00 am Worship Service 

Pastor Larry Ritter 

To Advertise in the Church Directory 
Call Karen Skeoch 
at 905-468-3283 ext. 101 

www.karens@niagaraadvance.com 

'i J ©1 ST. MARK’S 

JJgjgR ANGUCAN CHURCH 

Sunday Services 8:30am & 10:30am 
Church School at 10:30am 
Wednesday Service at 10:00am 
905 - 468-3123 . 

Rector The Rev. CanonDr. Robert S.G. Wright 



and his family and have cele¬ 
brated “a very blessed 
Christmas, remembering 
that it is the birth of Christ we 
are celebrating.” 

As the new year approach¬ 
es, he looks back and give 
thanks to God for his bless¬ 
ings, he says. 

“Living life day to day pro¬ 
vides each of us a variety of 
ups and downs and many 
challenges to face. It is how 
we deal with these issues 
that can provide us with a 
personal outlook that can 
sustain us. 

“As your lord mayor, I look 
forward to a new year of 
challenges and opportuni¬ 
ties for NOTL. My leadership 
will not be taken lighdy, but 
honestly with much prayer¬ 
ful consideration," he says. 

“We in NOTL are fortunate 
to live a day-to-day life that 
others can only dream of. In 


today’s fast-paced world of 
technologies, we have e- 
mail, facebook and twitter. 
However, I believe that effec¬ 
tive communication still 
needs the human element. 

“My wish for each one of 
you is that 2011will give you 
peace in your hearts, honesty 
in your relationships and 
thankfulness for your bless¬ 
ings.” 

Councillor Martin Mazza 
says it has been some time 
since he made a New Year’s 
resolution - personal or 
political. 

The last four years, he says, 
"have been a wonderful 



experience. Like a roller 
coaster ride, it had its ups 
and it had its downs - but 
was always a thrill. I have 
learned and grown a lot I 
for one, hope to continue to 
leam and grow, * says Mazza. 

See Page 5 
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Hopes and wishes for NOTL and residents in 2011 


From Page 4 

“I would to thank the resi¬ 
dents of NOTL for the pleas¬ 
ure and honour to represent 
all of them at their council 
table for a second term. I will 
continue to try my best to lis¬ 
ten and work towards finding 
solutions for their concerns. 

"NOTL is a wonderful 
town and I hope that we, as 
your town council, will con¬ 
tinue to improve on it. We 
have four years to serve and 
make the residents of NOTL 

Councillor Andrea Kaiser 
says she has no personal res¬ 
olutions for 2011, but "I 
remind myself to savour 
every moment and keep in 
mind that we learn from our 
mistakes, so it is best to try 


am to live in such a great 
community with such won¬ 
derful family and friends. 

“In 2011, I wish that the 
best is yet to come for NOTL 
and am excited at the 
prospect of working with our 
new CAO and Council," she 


gic planning session in 
December and am deter¬ 
mined to stay on track to 
achieve our goals.” 

Councillor Jamie King, 
embarking on his first term 
as an elected representative, 
says “although I believe you 
can make resolutions and try 
to stick to them anytime, the 
New Year is a special time to 
consider opportunities for 



St one Road 

Dental 

1598 Niagara Stone Road (Hwy 55) 

• Family Dentistry 

1 Comprehensive Restorative Dentistry 

• Aesthetic Dentistry 

• Orthodontics 
Digital X-rays 


Dr. Kimberley Hill-Johnston 



905.468.2128 


plan to guide us, so I hope we 
can all support this plan 
which has had input from 
people throughout NOTL. 
It's a good road map, and a 
common vision for us to 
make decisions in support of. 

“Additionally, my wish is 
that we can afi work to sup¬ 
port our residents and local 
businesses through chal¬ 
lenging economic times. 


shared vision for our town 
that we must pursue, my 
wish is that we can all be sen¬ 
sitive to the significant chal¬ 
lenges this economy has 
placed on many in NOTL. 

"My final wish for our town 
is that we take the opportuni- 

tyt ' ’ 


steps this year to ensure we 
are prepared to pay proper 
homage to those who fought 
for what we now celebrate as 
Canada. We must commem¬ 
orate the sacrifices made and 
the batdes that took place in 
our town as definitive 
moments in Canadian histo¬ 
ry. We have a responsibility 
as a community to share 
these stories with our visitors 
and the rest of Canada.” 



LIVE WELL WITH 

PHARMASAVE 


find myself for 2011, he says. 

>n how fortunate I “I would once again like to 

ensure some time is put 
aside for an unforgettable 
family vacation. I want to 
encourage my boys to under¬ 
take some new challenges, 
and take a nice break with 
my wife - we don't make 
enough time for ourselves,” 
says King. 

“I also want to recommit to 
my fitness routine and find 
more occasions to spend 
with friends.” 

For the town, he says he 
has several wishes. 

“I hope we can work 
together productively even 
though we will have differ¬ 
ences of opinion. We're in 
the fortunate and enviable 
position of having a strategic 



ipsonspharmacy.ca 


The Simpson Family and all the staff at Simpson’s Pharmacy and 
Simpson’s Apothecary are proud to have supported many 
local not-for-profit organizations and community causes in 2010. 
OO Niagara-on-the-Lake OO Niagara-on-the-Lake 

\/ Community Centre N/ Community Shuttle 

Friends of NDSS Canadian Diabetes Association NOTL Soccer Club 

Rotary Club of Niagara S? Wells of Hope S? NOTL Minor Softball 

<v> Red Roof Retreat NOTL Rangers Friends of Fort George 

S? Dig Brothers, Big Sisters Niagara Minor Hockey League Plus many more! 

Only with your continued support of the local, independently-owned Pharmacy are we able to give 
back to the town we proudly serve. Wishing all those in our community a happy and healthy 2011. 

At the of Your Community. 

SIMPSON’S APOTHECARY 

233 King Street • Niagara-on-the-Lake • 905.46S.S400 


SIMPSON’S PHARMACY 

1SS2 Niagara Stone Road • Virgil • 905.46S.2121 

Hours: 24th: B.30-4,25 to 27th: CLOSED, 25th: S.30-5,29th & 30th: Regular hours, 31st: 
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our editorial 


News we hope to print this year 


It’s become a bit of a tradition at the 
Niagara Advance—mulling over the news 
of the previous year and predicting what 
we might expect to print in the coming 

Sometimes we get it right—but not 

We weren’t far off with our predictions 
for 2010 when it came to education, a dis¬ 
cussion that has dominated our newspa¬ 
per in recent years as we watched the 
school board set about closing our only 
high school. 

We hoped that right would prevail and 
somehow the high school would stay 
open, but the much-wished for miracle 
did not occur, despite some very tena¬ 
cious people working very hard against 
the board’s decree. 

But we knew the majority of trustees 
had set their agenda a decade ago, and 
the very compelling arguments made in 
court and to the province fell on deaf 

Since then, a municipal election has 
come and gone. We have a new council 
now, and a board of trustees with several 
new faces. 

Is there more to be done? Not sure 
about that, but we are sure that there is a 
group of determined people who will not 
stop until we have a right-sized high 
school in NOTL, so we can expect to hear 
more from them in 2011. 

We expected we would be following the 
Ontario Municipal board hearing about 
the location of die new school property— 
didn't expect the town to roll over, but 
there were valid reasons. We can now 
look forward to the opening of the new 
school on Niagara Stone Road. 

We can be sure that come spring, the 
opening of the new community centre 
will be front and centre. We went out on a 
limb a year ago and predicted it would be 
completed on time, and every indication 
is that it will be—on budget as well, and 
more amazing than any of us could have 
hoped. We can confidently predict that 
NOTL residents will be blown away as 
they see inside the new facility for the first 
time when it opens at the end of March. 

We expected further debate over the 
much-discussed summer music festival, 
Project Niagara, would dominate both 


news and letters. 

We predicted that with the flagging 
economy and its effect on the arts, the 
proponents, or the governments being 
asked to fund it, might have second 
thoughts. 

But we were nevertheless taken by sur¬ 
prise when the proponents just folded 
their cards and walked away from the 
table, frustrated by the lack of funding 
from the federal government. 

It seems unlikely now that particular 
project will resurface, although we wait 
with interest to hear Parks Canada’s 
plans for that property. 

We really hope, now that the property 
has been cleaned up, to hear some good 
news about public access to it, although 
the federal government isn't known for 
being speedy in its actions, especially 
when there are expenses attached. 

Although the town does not face the 
same development issues it did in earlier 
years, it's safe to predict the rezoning and 
development of the Randwood property 
debate will continue. 

It’s also pretty safe to say there may be 
some changes made to the project plans, 
but likely nothing major. The hotel and 
cultural centre can be expected to pro¬ 
ceed despite some opposition. 

The municipal election brought some 
upsets we did not predict. 

We weren’t at all surprised that Gary 
Burroughs sought and won a seat at the 
region. But we did not expect four candi¬ 
dates—none of them on council in recent 
years, and two who had no political back¬ 
ground at all—to vie for his position. 

We predict that leadership will not 
come as easily as Lord Mayor Dave Eke 
might hope for. We hope we’re wrong. 
Leadership is attainable with a council 
that works well together, but this term’s 
mix of those with several years of experi¬ 
ence is likely to grate against those who 
try to bring new ideas to the table, making 
leadership a challenge, as it has been for 
others in the past. 

Through these and other issues as they 
crop up we wish success, prosperity, 
health and happiness to those who read 
our pages regularly. 

We look forward to reporting the news 
for you and hearing from you in 2011. 



Winter is the perfect time of year for NOTL residents to visit their mi 


There’s a museum in NOTL and it never sleeps 


> It’s more than 
100 years old, but 
unfortunately not 
all NOTL residents 
have taken the time 
to visit it. 


There’s a museum in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake? 

Oh yes there is folks. 
Unfortunately, many seem to 
forget this fact. 

It is such a regrettable 
thing as the museum is where 
you can find out about the 
history of NOTL. We can help 
you figure out the history of 
your property, a store, a 
street, a person and even why 
the town is the way it is today. 

For those of you who are 
unaware of the local history 
museum, better known as the 
Niagara Historical Society & 
Museum, we are located in 
Old Town and we’re in the 
business of history. Not just 
Old Town history, but all of 
the Niagara Township. That 
includes Homer, Virgil, 



daylong. 

The Museum staff work 
every day with the help of 
about 70 volunteers. These 


Glendale, Queenston, McNab 
and St. Davids. 

Regrettably, the Museum’s 
collection is not as strong in 
items from these villages but 
we would like to improve. 

We’re hoping residents of 
these villages will consider 
donating more historically 
significant items in the future 
so that we can continue to 
include them in our exhibi- 

I know it’s winter but this 
museum never sleeps. Our 
winter hours are 1 to 5 p.m. 
every day but we’re busy all 


museum. They help out with 
everything from research 
requests to cataloguing items 
to database entry to assisting 
with events and project plan¬ 
ning and even working in our 

One thing that makes me 
happy in the museum field is 
when a researcher comes in, 
asks whether our collection 
has anything related to their 
family, and I am able to easily 
find information in our data¬ 
base for them. This is all 
thanks to our wonderful vol- 

So, if you’ve got cabin 
fever, don’t hesitate. Come on 
in and visit us here at the 
Museum. We have an 1812 
lecture series starting in 
February, an Exhibition on 
the 50th Anniversary of Shaw 
coming soon, and Shaw relat¬ 
ed lectures and performances 
starting in the spring. 

Hope to see you soon. 
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opinion 


letters to the editor 


Resident provides 
another look at 
development 

As a resident of Niagara- 
on-the-Lake I feel that it is 
my duty to respond to an 
ongoing matter that has 
raised the ire of people in 
our great community. 
Seemingly, this topic has 
brought out a very vocal 
opposition. 

Despite the fact that this 
opposition by all accounts is 
not one that has much com¬ 
munity support, they have 
been given a platform 
through local print media to 
articulate their cause. As the 
age-old phrase "the squeaky 
wheel gets the oil” too often 
proves true, I thought it was 
necessary to bring the voice 
of the silent majority to the 
forefront 

The recent proposal to 
develop the Randwood 
estate on John Street to an 
inn and arts and cultural 
center is a concept that has a 
great number of people in 
this community excited. The 
excitement is caused by the 
obvious restoration and reju¬ 
venation of a historic proper¬ 
ty that for as long as most 
can remember has not been 
accessible to the general 
public. 


The idea that 10 acres of 
history could potentially be a 
meeting point for arts, 
tourism, and community 
heritage is enough motiva¬ 
tion for anyone to voice their 
support 

However, after the initial 
novelty of the idea setdes, 
the obvious questions will 
surface. The greatest of these 
questions is sure to be, “how 
will this development affect 
the surrounding communi¬ 
ty?” This question will never 
truly be answered until the 
inn is a going concern. 
However, there are variables 
in this case that set it apart 
from any other land develop¬ 
ment and give us an accurate 
idea of what we can expect 
The most significant of these 
factors are the people who 
are behind the project, Gary 
Peterson and Trisha 
Romance. When evaluating 
any proposal, especially one 
of this magnitude you need 
to know and understand the 
people who are involved. 
Citizens in NOIL have a 25- 
year history with these two 
people which can only be 
described as stellar. When 
we look at what the name 
Trisha Romance has con¬ 
tributed to our litde comer 
or the world, I am reminded 
that when evaluating a per¬ 
son’s potential, we need only 
look at their track record. 


How can one not be excited 
at the prospect of the restora¬ 
tion of the original estate 
when the person who will be 
designing it is the great 
Canadian artist who is syn¬ 
onymous with our town? 
Further relief should come to 
the surrounding neighbour¬ 
hood’s concerns when they 
look at who actually lives 
next door to the Randwood 
estate. Trisha and Gary’s 
home sits direcdy beside the 
Randwood estate. Surely we 
can expect that they have a 
vested interest in ensuring 
the integrity of any change to 
the existing property and 
landscape that sits directly 
beside their own home. 

There have been concerns 
voiced from residents of the 
Christopher Court commu¬ 
nity. This is the subdivision 
that was previously re-devel- 
oped on part of the original 
Randwood estate. It is only 
natural that the residents 
who border the current 
Randwood estate would 
want to ensure that the 
architectural integrity of the 
property remains. Further, 
that their outlook and quality 
of life remains unchanged. 
However, as these questions 
were being reasonably 
answered at one of the town 
information sessions with 
guarantees of green space 
preservation, and under¬ 


ground parking to alleviate 
vehicular noise and pollu¬ 
tion, it was evident that no 
logical answer would satisfy. 

The issue of zoning is 
paramount when it comes to 
this debate. The property is 
currently zoned as residen¬ 
tial. In order that the inn is 
allowed to function for its 
proposed purpose, the zon¬ 
ing would need to be a com¬ 
mercial designation. The 
opposition would have you 
believe that a commercial 
designation would open the 
flood gates to allow for any 
possible commercial entity 
to open up shop and poten¬ 
tially wreak havoc on the sur¬ 
rounding neighbourhood. 
This is fear mongering,. The 
commercial designation 
would be site specific which 
would protect against any 
such possibility. 

If we look at what this inn 
will give to our community, I 
cannot think of one justifi¬ 
able reason why we should 
not all lend our voice in sup¬ 
port The obvious benefits of 
job creation and the eco¬ 
nomic off-shoot to surround¬ 
ing businesses combined 
with the great contribution to 
the town from land taxation 
are only further supported by 
what this inn does in a much 
broader sense. 

This will be a unique 
attraction that is home¬ 


grown, based on the talents 
of our own community. Like 
other great attractions in 
NOTL, this will be something 
that no other town or city 
has, unique only to us. 

I encourage all members 
of our community to keep an 
open mind and not be short 
sited. Whenever anyone pro¬ 
poses change, there will be 
opposition. By nature, peo¬ 
ple are opposed to the mere 
idea of change. Let us not 
forget that there was a time 
when this town had no 
Vintage Inns, no large-scale 
wineries. And as hard as it is 
to believe, there was also a 
time when this town had no 
Shaw festival. 

These entrepreneurial pil¬ 
lars have all been incredible 
successes that have benefit- 
ted the town for so many 
reasons, not the least of 
which is that they promote 
and represent what we are 
about at our core. A commu¬ 
nity richly based in creativity 
with pride in our past and 
invested in our future. A 
community that wants to 
grow in a controlled manner 
maintaining the integrity of 
our history while looking to a 
future that continues to pro¬ 
mote the great ideas of peo¬ 
ple from our unique comer 
of the world. 

There is no doubt that this 
is the greatest place in the 


world to live. This is a place 
where people know their 
neighbours and support 
them in their endeavours. 

Don’t let the voice of a few, 
impact on what could bene¬ 
fit so many. 

Stu Macdonald 

Regional 
councillor 
should resign 
and run in 
by-election 

I didn’t realize that when 
you finish second in an elec¬ 
tion you get rewarded with 
four years on regional coun¬ 
cil, a salary and expenses. 

It’s quite a reward for 
being a failure. 

I guess that is how the old 
boys' network works. 

Thanks to Lord Mayor Eke 
and his majority of gutless 
councillors. 

What we need is a by-elec- 

Dave Lepp should do the 
proper thing and resign. This 
way the mayor and council 
save face, he can run in the 
by-election and if the people 
want him back, they can vote 
him back. 

Michael Kalm 


Computer, internet novices can reach comfort level with adult classes 


k Adult computer 
^^courses will be 
r held over the 
next two months in 
the library's com¬ 
puter lab. 


For all those who feel 
uncertain or intimidated 
by computers in general, 
the idea of setting up an e- 
mail account, or surfing 
the Internet, this is the col¬ 
umn for you because it will 
outline six mini-computer 
courses that will take place 
at the Niagara-on-the- 
Lake Public Library during 
the months of January and 
February. 



Jim Crux 

©the library 


Most courses will be 
once a week on Tuesday 
afternoons, from 2 p.m. 
until 3 p.m. or 3:30 p.m. 
while two will be on 
Thursday afternoons dur¬ 
ing the same time period. 


The point being, that 
once all six mini-courses 
are completed, the indi¬ 
vidual will be more than 
competent to use the 
library’s Internet stations 
or their own computers at 
home - and they will have 
learned in the privacy of 
the library’s computer lab. 

As a community, we are 
especially lucky that we 
have such a computer lab 
because most libraries do 
not, no matter how large 
they are. 

Yet, the NOTL library 
has one because of the 
vision of previous library 
staff and board members 
and a Trillium Foundation 
Grant when the lab was 
updated in 2006. 


As Marilyn Davis, cur¬ 
rent Chair of the Library 
Board, said recently: “The 
library's lab is a valuable 
resource and a hidden 
treasure that we would like 
everyone to know about.” 

Well, the good news will 
be out now. 

It has 13 work stations, 
12 for participants and one 
for an instructor - and is 
available, not only for 
library events, but for rent 
when community groups 
and businesses need a 
training location. 

However, with only 12 
stations available for stu¬ 
dents, it means that if any¬ 
one is interested in one or 
more of these mini-cours¬ 
es, they should register 


soon and pay the $5 per 
course fee, which will be 
used to cover advertising 
and other related costs. 

The first two courses are 
for those who are com¬ 
pletely new to computers. 
The first, called Mousing 
Around, will be held on 
Tuesday, Jan. 25, while the 
second, An Introduction 
to Computers, will be on 
Tuesday, Feb. 1. 

Courses three to six 
build on what was learned 
in the previous two cours¬ 
es: Basic Internet and Web 
Browsing will be held on 
Thursday, Feb. 3, Files and 
Folders on Tuesday, Feb. 
8, E-mail Basics on 
Thursday, Feb. 10, and MS 
Word Basics - an introduc¬ 


tion to word-processing, 
which can be used to type 
letters — on Tuesday, Feb. 
15. 

For more detailed infor¬ 
mation, telephone the 
library at 905-468-2023. 
Or, for those readers who 
want the information for 
someone else, they can go 
to the library’s main web¬ 
site page (www.nodpubli- 
clibrary.org) and click on 
Adult Programs. 

Once there, they need 
only scroll down to the 
bottom of that page -- 
below the Philosopher’s 
Caf6 - to find printable 
information 

For more information 
call 905-468-2023 or e- 
mail jcrux@notl.org. 
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Volunteers Needed for Town Committees/Boards 
2010-2014 Term of Council 


The Corporation of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake is seeking members of the 
public in our community to be part of various committees and boards to coincide with 
this Term of Council. Council will select and appoint a variety of members to ensure a 
balance of interests, experience, and perspectives that meet the specific mandate of 
each committee and board. 


Further information regarding the following 2010-2014 Committees/Boards is 
available on the Town’s website - www.notl.org or the Town Clerk’s Department at 
905 468-3266. 


Statutory Committee/Board Name 

Community Members 
Needed 

Committee of Adjustment 

5 

Municipal Heritage Committee 

7 

Niagara-on-the-Lake Public Library Board 

7 




Community Members 
Needed 

Agricultural Advisory Committee 

7 

Fence Variance Committee 

3 

Fence Viewers Committee 

3 

Irrigation Committee 

3-5 

Joint Accessibility Advisory Committee 
(includes municipalities of Niagara-on-the-Lake, 

Lincoln, West Lincoln, Pelham, Grimsby, Thorold) 

11 

Niagara District Airport Commission 

1 

Niagara-on-the-Lake Hydro Board of Directors 

5 

Procedural By-law Committee 

1 

Property Standards Committee 

3 

Sign Variance Committee 

3 

Small Scale Tourist Accommodation Review Committee 

6 

Tree Advisory Committee 

2-3 

Fair Taxation Committee 

3 

Urban Design Committee 

5 


Application forms are available from the Town's website - www.notl.org > Hot Topics > 
2010-2014 Committee/Board Appointments or the Town Clerk’s Department. 


The deadline for submission of all applications is Wednesday, January 5, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. 
Complete applications may be submitted to the Town Clerk's Department, 1593 Four Mile Creek 
Road, PO Box 100, Virgil ON L0S1T0. 

Conflict of interest rules will apply to all citizen members, pursuant to the Municipal Conflict of 
Interest Act, R.S.O., 1990, Chapter M.50, a copy of which is available for viewing at the Office of 
the Town Clerk or www.e-laws.gov.on.ca. 

Applications submitted are subject to the provisions of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act. In addition, in signing the application form, applicants are giving 
consent to the public disclosure of their personal information and a summary of their experience 
and qualifications if they are recommended for appointment. 

For further information regarding the appointment of volunteers to Town committees and boards, 
please contact: 

Holly Dowd, Town Clerk 
hdowd@notl.org or 905 468-3266 


Study to get underway will look at 
clogged veins as a cause of MS 


Local photographer Although Dr. Paolo Zamboni has with other neurological disor- 
►feels like she's hit announced great success with ders. 

the treatment, Canadian doctors 


the jackpot - she’s 
been chosen to be part 
of MS study with her 
best friend. 


Spiewak, who has watched her 
t yet endorsed his friend’s health decline in re 


method, saying the 
still experimental. 

But MS patients ha\ 
anxious to see studies carried out 


years, is thrilled to have been 
accepted to be part of the control 

The two will report to St. 
Canada, and Canzoneri, who loseph’s Hospital in Hamilton 
accepted for the research Tuesday for MRIs and ultra¬ 
sounds of the veins in their necks. 
They hope that if the results 


Niagara-on-the-Lake photog¬ 
rapher Rachel Spiewak received 
the Christmas present she w 


When he first heard about the through his participation in the 


hoping for—one that she is Zamboni surgery, like other MS study. 


thrilled to be sharing with her patients, he felt like packing his 
best friend. suitcase and travelling to Italy or 

Her friend of almost 20 years, one of the other European coun- 
Dave Canzoneri, has been told he tries which was offering treat- 
is one of 100 multiple sclerosis ment. 
patients to be accepted as part of 
a McMaster University research convinced him that it would be Canzoneri. 
project that will study whether better to wait to see if research: 


n his neck are ci 

stricted, and Spiewak will be part ings, a 
of the healthy control group. 

The study is a result of claims of 
an Italian doctor who has been way," says Canzoneri. 
treating MS patients with angio- 
plasty to widen veins in the neck. 


“That would probably be years 
away in Canada. But because I’m 
one of the 100 people accepted, if 
the decision is that people who 
have MS have clogged veins, it 
He’s glad he didn’t His doctor may lead to surgery for me,” says 

—’— J **-’-’ ’— "-i. 

Spiewak agree that by 


“Whatever they find o 


VILLAGE 


DENTAL 

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

Dr. Michael C. Li 

Suite 203 - 111B Garrison Village Drive 
(Located above Shoppers Drug Mart) 

Accepting New Patients Evening hours available 
Elevator to second level 

905-468-1960 

www.villagedental-notl.com 


step, and it’s 
happening. 

certain health require- Whatever the results, this step is 
be part of the necessary.” 


LUKE BUYS 

Antiques and Collectibles plus other 
household items. We do not try to 
talk you out of your good antiques 
and leave you stuck with the rest. 
We buy it all. No deal too big or too 
small. 

905 - 682-2311 

PeninJS^lS 

r ^ u °™ 

SAFEGUARD- 



THANK YOU NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

Thanks to the generosity of the community of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake our Holiday Food Drive was a 
tremendous success! All donations have gone to feed 
families in the Niagara Region over the holiday 
season. Congratulations on a job well done Niagara- 
on-the-Lake! You are a truly generous community 
and should be very proud of yourselves! 

Niagara 

From: On-The-Jake 
HYDRO . 












































Thursday, December 30,2010 • Niagara Advance 9 



‘Have to have hope’ 


From Page 8 

MS is considered a disease 
of the central nervous sys¬ 
tem and it is thought the dis¬ 
ease attacks myelin, a pro¬ 
tective covering wrapped 
around the nerves of the 
central nervous system. 

It is also an unpredictable 
disease, affecting vision, 
hearing, memory, balance 
and mobility. Its effects are 
physical, emotional and 
financial—and Canzoneri is 
proof of the definition. 

Because of balance prob¬ 
lems,he has been unable to 
work—he is a drywall 
installer and taper, often 
working on ladders, and his 
doctor told him it was unsafe 
for him to continue. He lives 
on a disability, with great 
support from family and 
friends, he says. 

He has two youngsters, 
but sometimes finds it hard 
to look after them. He says 
the worst symptoms are 
when his memory fails him 
and his head feels ‘fuzzy,’ 
making it hard for him to 
think clearly or make deci- 

He suffers from depres- 

others. He can wake up one 
morning and feel great, and 
the next day not be able to 
get out of bed, he says. 

And he tires easily, which 
is typical of MS patients. 

Together, Spiewak and 
Canzoneri have gone 
through happy and sad times 
together—high school, going 
way to college, weddings, 
funerals, babies, and more 
recently for Canzoneri, 
divorce. 

"We’ve laughed or cried 
through it all," says Spiewak. 

“When something hap¬ 
pens, Dave’s the first person I 


call.” 

It was about five years ago 
that her friend's life changed 
forever—after suffering from 
blurred vision and fatigue, he 
was diagnosed with MS, a 
life-changing illness. 

Spiewak says when she 
was an elementary school 
student, and each opportuni¬ 
ty to help fundraise for a 
cause came along, the MS 
walk was the one that tugged 
at her. “I could not under¬ 
stand the concept of a dis¬ 
ease that had no cure—I 
thought there had to be a 
needle that fixed it, but there 

She took part in fundrais¬ 
ers for the disease, not know¬ 
ing anyone who had it, but 
the day she heard her friend’s 
diagnosis, she says, it finally 
made sense to her why she 
was so drawn to it. 

Since then, she has tack¬ 
led fundraisers herself, using 
her photography business to 
offer Easter specials, with a 
portion sponsoring the 
annual MS walk. 

Each year, their fundrais¬ 
ing team —Team Canary, 
since from the time they 
became friends Spiewak has 
called him Dave Canary— 
has grown, last year raising 
$5,000. 

But since early last year, 
they have been waiting to 
hear about the study, and just 
learned they have been 
accepted. 

The research, Spiewak 
says, may be the key to suc¬ 
cess and to providing some 
relief to her Mend’s debilitat¬ 
ing symptoms, although 
Canzoneri is trying not to get 
ahead of himself. 

“Do I have hope? Yes, of 
course, but I don’t need false 
hope. I’m a realist, but I still 
have to have hope." 



Happy New Year! 

Direct 

289 - 257-6744 

stefan @ roy allepage.ca 
L26 Queen Street • 905-468-4214 
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2010 will go down in Penguin history as a bona fide dip-but with an asterisk beside it 


From Page 1 

Her brother had told her 
“you just go numb, you don’t 
feel the cold,” she said. 

"That’s not true. I couldn’t 
feel my feet from the 
moment I put the first one in, 
and I was cold. Freezing.” 

Sunday's dip had to be 
moved to the ice-covered 
beach at Queen’s Royal Park. 
The water at the usual spot 
for the Penguins to race into 
the water at Ball’s Beach was 

But the ice on the beach by 
the gazebo made for a 
treacherous entrance into 
the icy-cold lake. Although 
there was the usual stam¬ 
pede from the heated trailer 
to the shore, Penguins were 
assisted one-by-one into the 
water and then out again by 
a brigade of helpers, a slow 
process, creating a long wait 


for those who were among 
the first to enter the water. 

Alex, one of the first in, 
said she looked up at those 
who were still tip toeing 
along the ice into the lake, 
and realized she was there 
for a while. 

"It was so cold, and it 
seemed like a really long 
time. I was not prepared for 
how cold it was,” she said. 
“But I’m glad I did it.” 

She isn’t making any 
promises about repeating 
the tradition next year. 

“I might do it again. My 
brother talked me into this 
time and he'll probably do 
the same next year.” 

Chris Bjorgan isn’t one of 
the originals, but he is 
approaching his 30th year 
and has taken on the roll of 
organizer. It’s the first time 
he has decided to move the 
swim to Queen’s Royal, he 


says—they have gone in by 
the Melville Street dock in 
the past when the ice was too 
thick at Ball’s Beach, but the 
drop-off there is steep. 

The event, which has 
become an annual town tra¬ 
dition drawing about 40 dip¬ 
pers this year and more than 
100 spectators, began when 
a group of locals, including 
Pat Quinn, whose daughters 
are also Penguins, Terry Ball, 
whose son is carrying on the 
tradition in his family, and 
Lome Bjorgan, went for a 
swim one Easter weekend, 
after a football game. 

They decided to make it 
an annual event, and moved 
it to Ball's Beach on Boxing 
Day 35 years ago, when the 
water is actually a little 
wanner than at Easter. 

“The air might be warmer 

Easter, but the water is a little 


better at this time of year,” 
says Bjorgan. 

Tradition deems a true 
Penguin dip requires three 
runs into the water, with a 
few moments to warm up in 
the trailer between dips. 

But this year, because of 
the icy conditions, Bjorgan 
decided there would be just 

The water was cold 
because the ice formed 
early, but the real challenge 
was getting across the ice 
without injury. 

"It was hard to get in to the 
water. We didn't want people 
risking injury by going in 
multiple times,” says 
Bjorgan. 

One regular Penguin, John 
Kosteski, was likely in the 
water for about 10 minutes— 
after he jumped in himself, 
he helped others step down 
off the ice. 


Bjorgan had a brigade of 
about 10 people lined up to 
help swimmers in and out of 
the water, with ropes that 
turned out to be unneces- 

Other than a few scrapes, 
Bjorgan says, no one was 
injured. 

His daughter Dana, 18, 
hoped to become an official 
Penguin this year, like her 
older sister Justine. She had 
taken part in the dip the past 
two years, and was in the 
trailer dressed for the plunge 
when she found out Penguin 
status was not in the cards 
for her just yet 

Her mother, scoping out 
the ice and realizing the dan¬ 
ger of the conditions, put her 
foot down. 

“She didn’t want me to go 
in. Otherwise I would have. I 
stayed out for her, but I hated 


But she’s not giving up. 

“I guess I just have to wait 

Chris, 53, says he will con¬ 
tinue as long as his health 
can handle it 

It's an exhilarating feeling 
once the adrenaline rush 
kicks in—one that dispels 
the feeling of lethargy that 
most people experience the 
day after Christmas, he says. 

“I always feel better after 
I've done it. Boxing Day for 
most people is just a sitting 
around and do nothing kind 
of day. This is a way to get off 
the couch and do some¬ 
thing, and it feels good.” 

The 2010 dip, says 
Bjorgan, will be accepted in 
Penguin history as an official 
event for those hoping to 
become bona fide Penguin 
Club members, "but it will 
go down with an asterisk 
beside it.” 
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Resident of Upper Canada Lodge injured in van over Christmas 


The woman was 
ejected from her 
wheelchair, and 
received serious 
injuries. 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 


The police aren't releas¬ 
ing too many details about 
the woman who was seri¬ 
ously injured on her way 
home Christmas Day. 

They are still investigat¬ 


ing, and they don’t have all 
the answers at this point, 
says Det. Const. Jordan 
Garus of the Niagara 
Regional Police. 

The 73-year-old woman 
was being taken home to 
Upper Canada Lodge after 
a Christmas outing to visit 
family in St. Catharines 
when she was injured. 

She was being driven in a 
2007 white Dodge Caravan, 
which was being used as a 
para-transit vehicle, oper¬ 
ated by a private company. 

Although the police 
aren’t releasing informa¬ 
tion about who the 56- 
year-old driver was work¬ 
ing for, it wasn’t either of 


the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
companies that transport 
seniors, Garus confirmed. 

At about 7:30 p.m., 
something caused the van 
to stop suddenly while 
travelling toward NOTL on 
Fourth Avenue, at the 
intersection with Highway 
406. 

Although the media 
release described it as a 
single motor vehicle colli¬ 
sion, Garus says they aren’t 
sure if the van hit some¬ 
thing or just braked sud- 

There was no damage to 
the van, he said. 

The woman was sitting 
in her wheelchair in the 


back of the van, and was 
ejected from her chair, sus¬ 
taining serious injuries. 

The Dodge Caravan 
stopped at the scene and 
then drove away with the 
injured female still in the 

She was delivered home 
to Upper Canada Lodge, 
where staff called in emer¬ 
gency services, including 
ambulance and police. 

She remains in the St. 
Catharines General 
Hospital, and is in a lot of 
pain, says Garus. 

Police have spoken to 
her briefly but are leaving 
her alone to heal, he said. 

She has family in Niagara 


who have been with her, he 

But until they can spend 
more time with her, they 
are left with a lot of unan¬ 
swered questions. 

Garus was in the office 
this week, speaking to peo¬ 
ple and trying to find those 
answers. 

“We’re still investigating, 
speaking with people and 
trying to put things togeth¬ 
er. We are short of details 
ourselves,” he said, adding 
that when the senior is 
feeling better, "we are 
hopeful she will be able to 
give us some good infor¬ 
mation.” 

No charges have been 


laid, but may be, he said. 

The police are still trying 
to determine whether she 
was not restrained properly 
in her wheelchair, or 
whether the wheelchair 
was not restrained correct¬ 
ly in the van, he said. 

“Those are two possibili¬ 
ties. We're investigating 
which one it was.” 

Police are appealing for 
any witnesses that 
observed the incident or 
collision on Fourth Avenue 
or have any information 
regarding this occurrence 
to contact the Collision 
Reconstruction Unit inves¬ 
tigators at 905-688-4111 
ext. 5500. 


Keep garage, shed and barn doors locked, warn NRP 



Holiday Hours 
New Years Eve 11:30AM-1:00AM 
New Years Day 11:30AM - Midnight 


bravo/ 


pizzeria-grill 


Wishing you all the best 
in the New Year” 


ly 11:30 am to Midnight • Book your Holiday Parties * Gift Certificates Available 

5438 FERRY ST. (at Stanley), NIAGARA FALLS 
•PARKING ON SITE•905-354-3354 


Do you leave your 
garage, shed or bam door 
unlocked? 

You are too trusting, says 
Staff Sgt David Sawyer, but 
you’re not alone. 

The Niagara Regional 
Police are warning NOTL 


residents to be aware of an 
increase in break and 
enters to garages, with sev¬ 
eral reports of stolen snow¬ 
blowers and yard mainte- 

In most cases, residents 
have been home at the 


time of the theft and left 
their garage door 
unlocked. They may have 
heard a noise but didn’t 
notice the theft until the 
next day. 

“Bad guys are not look¬ 
ing at attracting attention. 


They’re looking at an easy 
score, in and out quickly,” 
says Sawyer. 

When the number of 
break and enters increase, 
it is usually a trend across 
the region, and NOTL's 
large number of outbuild¬ 


ings on rural properties are 
easy targets, he says. 

Thieves aren’t interested 
in making a lot of noise— 
they are looking for the eas¬ 
iest and quietest entry and 
if a garage door is locked, 
they will likely move on to 


the next one, says Sawyer. 

Residents are encour¬ 
aged to secure valuable 
yard machines in addition 
to making sure their garage 
doors are locked. 
Suspicious activity should 
be reported immediately to 

Crime Stoppers 
is looking for help 
from the public 
regarding any 
information per¬ 
taining to this 
ongoing investi- 

Anyone with 
information is 
urged to contact 
Crime Stoppers. 
To leave an 


please contact 
Crime Stoppers 
toll free at 800- 
222-8477. 

Calls are not 

recorded or 
traced, and Crime 
Stoppers does not 
subscribe to call 
display. 

Crime Stoppers 
can also be 
accessed on the 
Internet at nia- 
garatips.ca or 
through mobile 
texting by sending 
a message to 
274637 with the 
text reading NIA¬ 
GARA and then 
the message. 


JOIN US 


$25 per person. 


WISHING YOU AIL THE 


2011 , 
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Jim Smith, a collector of old photographs who has an interest in the history of Niagara-on-the-Lake, sent the Advance a composite photograph of what Queen Street looked like one 
winter early in the 1970s. This is the view you would have seen standing in front of the Royal George Theatre, looking across the street he says. The first building on the left Wilson’s 
car show room, then Niagara Hydro and now is the Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory. The next building, today the Viking Shop, was the home of Fred Warren who with his brother 
George started Warren's Plumbing and Heating. The next building today is 80 Queen Street Collectables and Great Things. At the time of this picture it was the home of Fred Greaves, 
one of the Greaves Jams family. The next building today is the Epicurean. At the time of this picture it was Greaves Jams Warehouse. Next to Greaves warehouse, on the corner of 
Queen and Victoria Streets, was Wilson's Service Station. The stores on this lot today are The Prospect, Favourite Finds and the Shaw Cafe and Wine Bar, says Smith. 


Photo collector shares memories 


Penny Coles 

Niagara Advance 

Jim Smith was 
bom in the Cottage 
Hospital on Queen 
Street, and grew up 
just around the 
comer, behind the 
Stage Coach. 

Much of his 
youth was spent on 
Queen Street, 
which has changed 

comers to town can 
imagine, he says. 

While it’s 

become a famous 
and beautiful des¬ 
tination for 

tourists, it doesn’t 
have much to 
attract residents, 
says Smith. 

The stores he 
remembers as a 
youngster were the 
kinds of stores 
locals would shop 

He loves to col¬ 
lect photos of the 
Old Town—has a 
collection of thou¬ 
sands—and share 
them with his 
friends who have 
the same memo¬ 
ries of growing up 
in Niagara-on-the- 
Lake. 

“I’m interested 
in the history of the 
town and how 
much it’s changed,” 
said Smith. 

“I guess I’m just 
nostalgic for the 
old days. I like rem¬ 


iniscing.” were more “practical,” ership or a gas station 

The Queen Street he says. "You’re not on Queen Street these 

stores of his early years going to find a car deal- days.” 
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• We will NOT LIE to you. 

• We will NOT BAD MOUTH 
our competitors. 

• Only the honest ETHICAL 
TRUTH. 

* 
Put away that 
sweater you got 
last year. 

The TRANE XV95 Furnace, 
up to 96.7% Efficiency. 


It’s Hard % Stop A Dune? 


Rebates still available - Act Now. 


mnnr,r,m-> j 


Call US for a 2 nd Opinion. Boiler & Furnace Specialists 

$26 Gift Certificate 


Iti Hard Tb Stop AThme? 

905-688-1849 


FREE 


NO Diagnostic Charge! 

With Purchased Repair Part 




Be Your Own 
Santa Claus! 

Buy something for yourself... 
Because YOU Deserve it! 

From now until December 31 st , we will 
give you 10% OFF or 10% cash back 
on your purchase of any Heating, Cooling, 
Hot Water or Ventilation Equipment... 
That’s MORE THAN Si OOP Value, if you 
purchase a complete system. 

+ Government Rebates! 

^WACKAY 

905-688-1849 

Please call for details. Check out our web site 
Offer expires December 31 st , 2010 


It’s Hard lb Stop A Thine? 
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Niagara Advance 

Snorts 


Editor Penny Coles 

905-468-3283 ext. 103 


3.com 



December 30,2010 


Beginners learning skating skills with figure skating club 


New session of 
classes will start 
next week. 


Not sure figure skating is 
the right sport for your 
child? 

How about hockey, 
ringette, or just learning to 
have fun and be safe on the 
ice? 

The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Figure Skating Club offers 
programs for beginners of all 
ages, designed to develop a 
variety of skating skills. The 
CanSkate program focuses 
on fun, participation and 
basic skill development. 

It is beneficial to any 
skater with an interest in ice 
sports, including figure skat¬ 
ing, hockey and ringette. 

Skaters are grouped 
according to ability and 
taught by certified profes¬ 
sional coaches assisted by 
qualified program assistants. 
Skaters develop forward and 
backward skating skills, 


stopping, turning, jumping, 
edges and crosscuts. Badges 
are awarded when all skills 
have been achieved. 

“We might have the next 
Sidney Crosby or Joannie 
Rochette among us. If we do, 
we want to find them," says 
NOTL Figure Skating Club 
spokesperson Darlene 
Dortono. 

And for those who will not 
reach the level of a profes¬ 
sional hockey player or 
Olympic figure skater, she 
said, lessons will give them 
an opportunity to learn new 
skills. 

With the next session 
about to start, it's especially 
timely for youngsters who 
will be skating with their 
schools during the winter, 
she adds. 

Coaches make the ses¬ 
sions active using teaching 
aids, music and a variety of 
theme and fun days held 
throughout the season. 

Skate Canada and the 
NOTL club strongly recom¬ 
mend a properly fitted CSA 


hockey helmet for all begin¬ 
ner slaters. 

The skating club offers a 
pre-school CanSkate session 
for beginners ages three to 
five at the Virgil arena 
Thursdays, from 4 to 4:45 
p.m., and Mainstream 
CanSkate sessions, for 
beginners aged five and up, 
from 4-4:50 p.m. 

On Saturdays, the Pre¬ 
school session is from 3 to 
3:45 and Mainstream from 
3:45 to 4:35. 

Students can choose one 
or class or attend both, says 
Dortono. 

The club also offers an 
adult session on Wednesday 
evenings from 7 to 7:50 p.m. 

All programs begin next 
week, Jan. 5 for adults, Jan. 6 
and 8 for kids. 

Registration for the 
January session can be 
arranged by calling the club 
at 905-468-7465 or emailing 
the office at notlsk8r@hot- 
mail.com. Information is 
also available at www.nod- 
skatingclub.com. 


Parents or guardians of skaters must remain at the their children's safety and 
pre-school and CanSkate arena during lesson time for encouragement. 



Alika Elliott, Christy Engemann and Kaityn Wiens learn basic skills with the Niagara-on- 
the-Lake Figure Skating Club. 
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Families can use holidays to take part in literacy events 


If your kids are looking for 
something to do over the 
holidays, steer them in the 
direction of literacy. 

There are games that fam¬ 
ilies can play together, while 
participating in a national 
literacy initiative. 

In just a few weeks, 
Canadians from coast to 
coast will Play for Literacy in 


support of Family Literacy 
Day, an annual initiative 
developed by ABC Life 
Literacy Canada to encour¬ 
age parents and children to 
spend at least 15 minutes 
enjoying a learning activity 
every day. 

“Playing games not only 
has the ability to bring peo¬ 
ple together, it also provides 


a fun environment in which 
learning takes place,” 
explains Margaret Eaton, 
ABC Life Literacy Canada 
president. 

"Card games help 
improve numeracy skills 
while board games and even 
word association games, 
sharpen spelling, reading 
and comprehension skills." 


Play for Literacy includes 
all types of play that encour¬ 
age literacy and numeracy 
development as well as 
comprehension skills, such 
as board games, card games 
and word games. Games, 
and the carefree act of play¬ 
ing, provide a fun outlet in 
which individuals of all ages 
can engage in activities that 


inherently provide new 
learning, or opportunities to 
improve one's reading, writ¬ 
ing, math and comprehen¬ 
sion skills. 

There are many ways in 
which families can come 
together to play and learn. 
Implementing a weekly 
game night, as an example, 
provides moments of laugh¬ 


ter, learning and friendly 
competition. Or ask friends 
and neighbours to join you 
for for a tournament-style 

To take part in Family 
Literacy Day Jan. 27, and to 
Play for Literacy, visit 
FamilyLiteracyDay.ca to 
find a local event or to help 
create your own celebration. 


Niagara Advance 


Business Directory 




Do You Have Stain Makers? 

Do you have a pet, kids, or a spouse? If you do then they have probably left your carpets 
with some unidentifiable stains. 

W® We can get those stains out of your carpets. ( 

J can go anywhere in the house and you do nc 

— of stains. We are just a phone call away and: 


for them but great for you. Now they 
e to worry that they will leave a trail 
s professionally cleaned carpets. 

< Call AAA Steam Carpet Cleaning, kids and pets are OUR best clients. 

7 Mention this ad and receive 15% off any of our services. Minimum charges apply. 

905-468-1107 

•Carpets 'Upholstery • Tile & Grout • Duct Cleaning 
For a complete list of services and FREE tips and info go to aaasteamcarpetcleaning.ca 



Every Quote 
lextured Ceilings 
Wallpaper Removal 

No Deposit Necessary 
Deck Staining 
Concrete Refinishing 

905-328-0709 Niagara 


Niagara on the Lake 

ELECTRICAL 

CONTRACTING 

COMPANY 


905 . 468.2192 


DAN LITTLE 
Custom Made Levolor 
Shades & Blinds 
Eclipse Shutters 

__ ~ Shop at Home Service ~ 

No Charge Estimates & Installations 

Phone:905-468-3841 • Cell 905-704-9303 

Formerly known as "Little Blind Shop" 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Insured • Over 30 Years Experience • www.littlescustomblinds.com 



CPE 


INDUSTRIAL:: COMMERCIAL 


Niagara Home 
Improvements 

Drywall 
Rec Rooms 
Bathrooms 
Renovations 
SNOW REMOVAL 

905 * 685*8333 


ERRANDS NIAGARA 



Car Detailing 
Delivery & Pick Ups 
| Gift Shopping ^Wrapping 
Pet Care & Walking 



RENT MY 
HUSBAND 

Home Improvements 
General Repairs 
Inspections 


Psychic Reader 

SPIRITUAL HEALER & ADVISOR 
SUPERIOR REVEALER OF THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 
EGYPTIAN FIRE READINGS 


905-397-9789 



PRESERVE 
MY PICTURES 



' MAID > 
SERVICE 

HelpingHandsMaidService.com 

• Affordable 
Weekly • Bi-Weekly 
•Monthly Cleaning 


,905-646-5175, 


afra.iitvwAtw 

Complete Waterproofing*Cracks Fixed Permanently 
•Inside Or Out ‘Injection System 

MOULD REMOVAL 3SZ. 

Sump Pumps -Tile Systems -WindowWells Installed 

WARRANTY • FREE ESTIMATE • REPLACED 


mwmmm 


Dr. Richard Hsiung 


114 Thorold Rd. 
Welland 

Eye Exam, Contact Lenses, 
Designer Frames 

905 - 732-0039 

"Formerly at Seaway Mall" 


CULLEN’S 


ft® 


15* Seniors 
Discount 

Guaranteed 

Satisfaction 

905321.4127 

Beat The Christmas Rush! 













































































Thursday, December 30,2010 • Niagara Advance 17 


classified extra.ca 


B—Hs— □ sar □ ?sr □ 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


|g| 1ST £] - 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 



Phone: 1-866-541-6757 Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Online: niagaraadvance.classifiedextra.ca Email: placeit@classifiedextra.ca 
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yourlij^moments.ca 

Marking your milestones. 

1 - 866 - 541-6757 

milestones@yourlifemoments.ca 


Obituaries I In Memoriam | Than! 




2010 Newborns 
Year In Review 

Dedicated to welcoming our newborns! 
A full colour photograph with baby’s 
name and birthdate for only 

$35.00 

If you would like your newborn son or 
daughter to be part of this feature in 
early January 2011 please call 
905-468-3283 or email 
classifieds @ niagaraadvance.com 

The Niagara Advance 

1501 Niagara Stone Road 
Deadline January 4th, 2011 


^)eaths 

STEKOVICH, William - Passed away 
peacefully on Friday, December 24, 2010 at 
the St. Catharines General Hospital at the 
age of 84. Predeceased by his wife Kata 
(2002). Dear brother of Diane Phillips 
(James) and Sally Weiss (Bud Beach). 
Survived by several nieces and nephews. 
William was a groundskeeper at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Golf Club until his 
retirement and also worked at General 
Motors. Private Arrangements have been 
made through MORGAN FUNERAL HOME, 
415 Regent St. Niagara-on-the-Lake. For 
those who wish memorial donations may be 
made to the Canadian Cancer Society. 
Online guest register 



JUNK AWAY 

Lowest price guarantee. 
Licensed with the ministry. 
(905)688-5244. 


Wedding Anniversary 


You’d do it again! 
Announce your first or fifty-first 
Anniversary in our Daily 
Announcements. 

We can get it done right over the 

1-866-541-6757 

Classified Specialists 



eavenu 


Announce to the world 
the arrival of that new bundle of Joy! 

Our customer service people will help 

We make it Scrapbook worthy! 
7am-7pm Monday to Friday 
or Saturday 9am-3pm 
Right over the phone! 

1-866-541-6757 

Classified Specialists 



1 - 866 - 541-6757 


milestones@yourlifemoments.ca 



Obituaries | In Memoriam | Thanks | Births | Celebrations j More 
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I The Royal Canadian Legion tyke Wolves were defeated by a strong Oakville 
team at the Virgil Boxing Day Tournament Tuesday, but put in a valiant effort, 
I especially NOTL goalie Vinnie Pillitteri, who was awarded MVP of the game. 



Show the community your pride in your 
business & staff by taking part in our 

Business Honour Roll 

Each ad will feature the year your 
business began & a photo of your staff. 



Publication Date: Year In Review Issue 
Deadline: Tuesday January 4th, 2011 

Call Karen at the Niagara Advance 
905-468 3283 Ext. 101 

kan’ns@Tii;igar;iudvunce. com 
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NEW 

imams 

BASH 2 QMH 

is hours^of smfisi 

85%^ 

Every item in every department has been 
reduced for this incredible first time ever ever 


• Even custom orders will be included in these 
incredible savings. 


• HST will be included 

in all our prices for this event. 

* We will have many Factory Representatives on 
3* 'V hand 

during this never seen before event. 

No dealers or wholesalers please. 


O' 


Many items may be one of a kind or floor 
models so don’t be disappointed, 
hurry in before everything’s gone. 


Prices are infeffect 

for 18 hours only 

4 ^ 

Sale dates January 2,2011 
11AM to 5PM January 3, 
2011 10AM to 10PM 




! 3-only 2 pc Trendline 1106 sofa and loveseats 
| 2-only 2 pc Palliser Natalia sofa and loveseat 
| 4-only La-Z-Boy Larson reclining loveseats 
1 1 -only Palliser 6 pc leather sectional 
2-only England sectionals 
1 -only Superstyle E69 sofa 
I 4-only clearance sofas 
S 2-only Palliser leather reclining loveseats 


compare at $2299.00 
compare at $4898.00 
compare at $2299.00 
compare at $5199.00 


compare at $1199.00 
compare at $1499.00 
compare at $2199.00 


Sale $2947.00 
Sale $1267.00 
Sale $2486.00 
Sale $1477.00 


OCCASIONAL CHAIRS 


S 24-only Kids recllners 
j 3-only Berkline full body massage recliner 
] 2-only Lift chair recliners 
j 2-only Best Chair Mission chair & half 
j 6-only Best Chair 0750 wing chairs 
| 2-only Best Chair leather accent chairs 
| 3-only Best Chair Swivel accent chairs 
| 3-only Palliser Theo all leather recliners 


compare at $179.00 
compare at $2499.00 
compare at $1299.00 
compare at $1499.00 
compare at $499.00 
compare at $1099.00 
compare at $699.00 
compare at $1499.00 


Sale $183.00 
Sale $278.00 
Sale $193.00 
Sale $597.00 





2-only Defehr 225 oak dresser & mirror 

2- only Defehr 225 oak 5 dr chest 

3- only Defehr 231 oak 4 pc bedroom 
1 -only Mobel 3683 7 pc bedroom 
3-only Palliser King size bed 
10-only Palliser bedroom bench 
2-only Trademaster 4 pc bedroom 
2-only White computer desks 


compare at $1399.00 
compare at $899.00 
compare at $1899.00 
compare at $7699.00 
compare at $1499.00 
compare at $499.00 
compare at $1299.00 
compare at $949.00 




8-only 18 bottle wine rack cherry 
6-only 5 pc marble print dinette 
2-only Bermex 7 pc dining room 
10-only oak table top [with no legs] 


compare at $299.00 
compare at $899.00 
compare at $6799.00 




5-only Buhler Malibu TV stand 
18-only TV stands [unassembled] 

11-only Duraflame electric stove 
4-only Classic flame fireplace with mantel 


compare at $1099.00 
compare at $399.00 
compare at $399.00 
compare at $2699.00 



MATTRESSES AND BED SOFAS 


5-only Serta Dalimore Queen set 
5-only Natura Queen Foam set 
4-only Double size bed sofas 
2-only Simmons single bed sofas 


compare at $1499.00 


HST INCLUDED ON EVERYTHING. 


ASK ABOUT OUR FREE IN-HOME DECOR CONSULTATION I 

WML'S COWmWHIl 

1627 Hwy 55, Virgil 905-468-4276 1-800-988-2618 yiHH 

tOMMAMj.lltlJIIJ.IilliawnwT^ 


























